
 

1 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 



 

2 
 

Welcome to your role as a Charter School Authorizer.  As a member of the 
PPS Board of Education Charter Schools Committee, you are serving a critical 
role in providing oversight and recommendations for the charter schools in 
the District’s portfolio.  This booklet serves as an introduction and resource 
for your work.  The PPS Charter Schools Office is committed to supporting 
the highest outcomes for students attending the charter schools currently 
authorized by PPS, and to provide informed recommendations to the Board 
Charter Schools Committee in service to the District’s students and families.   
 
Tara O’Neil 
Program Director, Charter Schools 
Multiple Pathways to Graduation 
503-916-3359 
taraoneil@pps.net 
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Charter Schools 101 
Charter schools first came into existence in Oregon in 1999, through ORS 338, the 
Charter School Law.  The law states the intention as follows:  
 
 ORS 338.015 Legislative intent; goals. It is the intent of this chapter that new 
 types of schools, called public charter schools, be created as a legitimate avenue f
 or parents, educators and community members to take responsible risks to create 
 new, innovative and more flexible ways of educating children within the public 
 school system. The Legislative Assembly seeks to create an atmosphere in 
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Each school that comes before the Charter Schools Committee for charter renewal or 
contract extension will have data from the Framework submitted with its information 
packet. In addition to providing information regarding school performance in a timely 
manner, this process contributes to the continuous improvement of each charter school 
and the partnership between the schools and the PPS Charter Schools Office.  
  

PPS Charter School Cyclical Accountability Process 

 

 

Note:  If a Charter School fails to meet Performance Benchmarks for two consecutive 
years, a Plan of Action will be initiated. The Plan of Action will be developed by the 
school, reviewed and approved by the Charter School Office, and monitored with explicit 
deadlines by the Charter School Office. If the Plan of Action goals are not met within an 
additional calendar year, this may be grounds for termination. 
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Portland’s Charter School Landscape 
Since the passage of the Charter School Law in 1999, there have been 11 charter schools 
opened out of 46 charter school applications in PPS.  The number of applications 
submitted has declined in recent years, with only one (incomplete) application received 
since 2013. Applications are reviewed thoroughly, and subjected to the scrutiny of 
multiple reviewers in areas of academic, financial, and organizational expertise. The 
most common reason for charter school closures in Oregon is financial unsustainability.  
 
There are currently six charter schools in the District’s portfolio, the highest number of 
schools in a single district in Oregon. Because of this concentration of charter schools 
within the District, the PPS Charter Schools Office is able to realize an economy of scale 
in oversight processes such as annual evaluations, contract renewals and extensions, 
and communication with Charter School Directors.  There is a standardized annual 
calendar of deliverables from the charter schools, and schools use common templates 
for reporting to the District.  The PPS charter schools range in age from the oldest, Opal 
School, opened in 2001, to the youngest, KairosPDX Academy, opened in 2014. Charter 
schools are found in all geographical quadrants of Portland, offer varied educational 
programs, accept students by lottery from anywhere in the PPS District, and generally 
have strong support from their communities of families. 
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PPS Charter Schools: 
 
The Emerson School  Year Opened:  2003 Grades: K-
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